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1:00 PM – 8:30 PM

San Xavier Mission and Madrean Woodland (green line): The San Xavier Mission is a prime
example of Spanish Mission architecture, and it serves as a focal point for discussion of Spanish
Entrada into the American Southwest. Then, the Santa Rita Experiment Station, the oldest
experiment station in the US, has an extensive history of environmental research. Lastly,
Madera Canyon is a popular respite from the heat and a classic Madrean Mixed Woodland,
complete with active bird feeders and perhaps owls at dusk.
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While in Madera Canyon, keep an eye out for poison oak.  It is a low-lying woody, vine-
like shrub, with a compound leaf.  Famously, it has leaflets of three (“let it be”).  Here’s a 
picture: 
 
 

time
1:00 PM 1:30 PM drive to San Xavier 0:30
1:30 PM 3:00 PM tour San Xavier, fry bread, photo, yes bathrooms 1:30
3:00 PM 3:45 PM drive to Santa Rita 0:45
3:45 PM 4:45 PM Santa Rita Experiment Station, photo, no bathrooms 1:00
4:45 PM 5:00 PM drive to Madera Canyon 0:15
5:00 PM 6:15 PM Madrean Woodland, visitor center, stroll to picnic area 1:15
6:15 PM 7:30 PM dinner, sunset 7:15, photo, yes bathrooms 1:15
7:30 PM 8:30 PM drive to DoubleTree 1:00

San Xavier--Santa Rita Exp. Sta.--Madera Canyon



















Im
portant urls:

Santa Rita hom
e page: 

http://cals.arizona.edu/srer

Repeat Photography 
http://cals.arizona.edu/srer/photos.htm

l

Vegetation and Rainfall Long‐term
 data:

http://cals.arizona.edu/srer/data.htm
l

H
istoric Research A

reas:
http://cals.arizona.edu/srer/hrda
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•500 m
 elevation range

•175 m
m

 rainfall range
•17 ecological sites
•7 geom

orphic types
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alligator bark juniper 

live oak 

Arizona sycamore 

Arizona cypress 

Trees of Madera Canyon 



Mexican Jay 
Gray Hawk 

American Robin 

Common Raven 

Turkey Vulture 

Lesser Goldfinch 

Birds of Madera Canyon 



 

Broad-billed Hummingbird 

Painted Redstart 
Acorn Woodpecker 

White-Breasted Nuthatch 

Black-Headed Grosbeak 

Black-Chinned Hummingbird 


